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opposing views as to the composition of the provi-
sional Council of State, which had its origin in
the fundamental divergence between the Wilsonian
and Lawrentian theories of the policy which should
be adopted towards the Arab peoples. The un-
tempered application of these theories had led, the
first in Mesopotamia and the second in Syria, to
armed conflict between the Arabs and the manda-
tory Power concerned. It remained to be seen
whether the lesson had been learnt, and whether
it was possible to evolve a mandatory relation which
should combine the merits of the two rival systems
and at the same time be free from their respective
political and administrative defects.